
“Five Mystical Songs” 
Poems by George Herbert (1593 – 1633) 

Music Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872 – 1958) 
 
 

This bulletin will guide you through the readings and music. 
 
 

Begin by reading John 20:1-10 
 
Reading – John 20:1-10 
 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 
the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They 
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went 
toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other 
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to 
look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. 
He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been 
on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a 
place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 
also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not 
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the 
disciples returned to their homes. 
 

Begin the recording and listen to movement 1 
 

Anthem - “Easter”                     
 



Rise heart; thy Lord is risen. 
Sing his praise without delays, 
Who takes thee by the hand, 
that thou likewise with him may'st rise; 
That, as his death calcined thee to dust, 
His life may make thee gold, and much more, just. 
Awake, my lute, and struggle for thy part with all thy art. 
The cross taught all wood to resound his name, who bore the same. 
His stretched sinews taught all strings, what key 
Is the best to celebrate this most high day. 
Consort both heart and lute, and twist a song pleasant and long; 
Or since all music is but three parts vied and multiplied. 
O let thy blessed Spirit bear a part, 
And make up our defects with his sweet art. 
 
 

Pause the recording and read John 20:11-18 
 
 

Reading - John 20:11-18 
 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent 
over to look into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting 
where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the 
other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do 
not know where they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know 
that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? 
Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she 
said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you 
have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” 
She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means 



Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have 
not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and 
your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, 
“I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these 
things to her. 
 
 

Resume the recording at [5:17] and listen to movements 2 and 3 
 
 
Anthem - “I Got Me Flowers”            

 
I got me flowers to strew thy way; 
I got me boughs off many a tree: 
But thou wast up by break of day, 
And brought'st thy sweets along with thee. 
The Sun arising in the East, 
Though he give light, and the East perfume; 
If they should offer to contest 
With thy arising, they presume. 
Can there be any day but this, 
Though many suns to shine endeavor? 
We count three hundred, but we miss: 
There is but one, and that one ever. 
 
Anthem - “Love Bade Me Welcome”       
 
Love bade me welcome: yet my soul drew back. 
Guilty of dust and sin. 
But quick-ey'd Love, observing me grow slack 
From my first entrance in, 



Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning 
If I lack'd anything. 
“A guest”, I answer'd, worthy to be here: 
Love said, “You shall be he.” 
“I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear, 
I cannot look on thee.” 
Love took my hand, and smiling did reply, 
“Who made the eyes but I?” 
“Truth Lord, but I have marr'd them: let my shame 
Go where it doth deserve.” 
“And know you not,” says Love, “who bore the blame?” 
“My dear, then I will serve.” 
“You must sit down,” says Love, “and taste my meat:” 
So I did sit and eat. 
 
 

Pause the recording and read Luke 24:13-35 
 
 

Reading - Luke 24:13-35 
 
 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each 
other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were 
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with 
them, 16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said 
to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk 
along?” They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose 
name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there 
in these days?” 19 He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The 
things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed 
and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests 



and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified 
him. 21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, 
and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took 
place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They 
were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when they did not find his 
body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a 
vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who 
were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had 
said; but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, how 
foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer 
these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with 
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about 
himself in all the scriptures. 
28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked 
ahead as if he were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, 
“Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly 
over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table 
with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to 
them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and 
he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while 
he was opening the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up 
and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their 
companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has 
risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what 
had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to 
them in the breaking of the bread. 
                                     
 

Begin the recording as listen to movement 4 [13:13] 
 
 



Anthem - “The Call”                     
 
Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: 
Such a Way, as gives us breath: 
Such a Truth, as ends all strife: 
Such a Life, as killeth death. 
Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: 
Such a Light, as shows a feast: 
Such a Feast, as mends in length: 
Such a Strength, as makes his guest. 
Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: 
Such a Joy, as none can move: 
Such a Love, as none can part: 
Such a Heart, as joys in love. 
 
 

Pause the recording and read John 20:19-31 and  Matthew 28:16-20 
 

 
Reading - John 20: 19-31 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear 
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said 
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 
with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We 
have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of 



the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 
my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.” 
30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you 
may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
 
Reading - Matthew 28:16-20 
 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 
Jesus had directed them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; 
but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
 

Resume the recording and listen to movement 5 [15:10] 
 
 
 
 



Anthem - “Antiphon”                 
 
Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing: 
My God and King. 
The heavens are not too high, 
His praise may thither fly; 
The earth is not too low, 
His praises there may grow. 
Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing: 
My God and King. 
The Church with psalms must shout, 
No door can keep them out; 
But above all, the heart 
Must bear the longest part. 
Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing: 
"My God and King. 
 
 
Go with this blessing: 

When others dismiss your story as an idle tale, 
who will you be? 

Resurrection people with Easter in our hearts. 
 

When the world seems to be crumbling around you, 
remember who you are: 

Resurrection people with Easter in our hearts. 
 

When despair would seem to squelch all hope, 
believe in who you have become: 

Resurrection people with Easter in our hearts. 
 
 
 



When it is hard to persevere against all odds, 
trust in God who names you: 

Resurrection people with Easter in our hearts. 
 

As we follow Christ into the world, 
may God help us remember who we are . . . 

Resurrection people with Easter in our hearts. 
 

(written by Sharlande Sledge) 

 
 

 
 

Sung by the Sanctuary Choir 
Matthew Lawing, soloist 

Akiko Iguchi, piano 
 

Violin I: Rachael Fischer, Thiago Formiga, Courtney Daglis 
Violin II: Serena Scibelli, Hui-Hsuan Hsu (goes by Eva) , Alexis Boylan 

Viola: Nathan Groot, Rebecca Floyd 
Cello: Karen Bergmann, Leah Dutton 

Bass: Luca Lombardi 
 
 


